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September 5, 1913 1884 

Buildings — Use of Dangerous or Insanitary Prohibited. (Reg. Bd. of H., Aug. 7, 

1912.) 

Section 1. No person or persons, firm or corporation shall occupy or maintain, or 
permit the occupancy or maintenance of any building or buildings within the city 
of Erie the use of which shall in any way be dangerous or detrimental to the lives 
or health of the tenants or occupants thereof, and such building or buildings may be, 
after a proper inspection, placarded as insanitary by any of the employees of the 
department and the tenants ordered to vacate, when in the judgment of the health 
officer such action is necessary. 

Garbage and Refuse— Care and Disposal of. (Reg. Bd. of H., Aug. 7, 1912.) 

Section 1. That for the purpose of collection, household wastes in this city shall 
be divided into two classes, garbage, which shall be held to include animal and 
vegetable kitchen and table refuse only and which shall be thoroughly drained and 
wrapped in paper before being placed in the can, and miscellaneous refuse, which 
shall include all rubbish other than garbage incident to the ordinary conduct of the 
household, but shall not include any grass, loam, ashes, or any other substance that 
may accumulate as a result of repairs to yards and dwellings or as a result of building 
operations. It is further provided that nothing in these rules and regulations shall 
be construed as to interfere with the business of collecting paper and rags, offal, bones, 
or other refuse from meat markets and slaughterhouses, or the carcasses of dead 
animals, any or all of which may be used for the manufacture of any marketable 
commodity. 

Sec. 2. All housekeepers, boarding house keepers, hotel keepers, butchers, or store- 
keepers, keeping or offering garbage for collection shall provide for the storage of 
this garbage a water-tight metal receptacle, provided with two handles and a tight- 
fitting cover and holding not more than 2 bushels. The container for miscellaneous 
refuse shall be of a size not too large to be handled conveniently by one man, and under 
no circumstances shall it have placed in it at any time, any material other than that 
above specified, said cans to be kept in a place easily accessible to the garbage col- 
lectors, but never upon any street, alley, sidewalk, or other public place. And such 
receptacle shall be thoroughly cleaned after it has been emptied by the collector. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Interments and Disinterments — Preparation of Bodies for Burial or Transportation. 
(Reg. Bd. of H., Oct. 3, 1912.) 

Rule 1. Disinterments. — (a) The removal of any dead body from its place of original 
interment is prohibited, unless the same be done under the direction and by permis- 
sion of the board of health. 

(6) Permits for disinterments. — Permits for disinterments will be issued upon appli- 
cation when the correct date of death is given and the same is verified from the books 
of this office. In all cases where the record can not be found or where the body has 
died of a contagious disease within 10 years, a permit will only be issued by special 
permission of the board. 

(c) Fee for disinterment permits. — For all such permits a fee of 50 cents shall be paid 
to the health officer, except in case of removals in numbers from abandoned or closed 
cemeteries, when the board will fix a special price upon application: Provided, That 
removals in numbers from abandoned or closed cemeteries shall not be permitted 
between April 15 and October 15. 

(d) All permits to be returned. — All interment and disinterment permits must be 
inclosed within a schedule and returned to the bureau of health before 12 o'clock, 
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noon, on the Saturday of each week. Blank forms for this purpose will be furnished 
on application. 

(«) Interments and disinterments to be made by daylight. — All interments and disin- 
terments shall be made during daylight, and superintendents of burial grounds are 
prohibited from allowing any dead body to be removed from, or interred in, their 
respective grounds between sunset and sunrise. 

(/) Disinterment permits good for 72 hours only. — All permits for disinterments from 
vaults or graves shall become void unless used within 72 hours after date of issue, and 
will only be issued between the hours of 9 a. m. and 4 p. m., on the regular days cf 
business; on Saturdays from 9 a. m. to 12 m. 

(g) The above rules apply as well to the removal of a body for the purpose of deepen- 
ing graves. 

(h) Graves containing smallpox cases not to be opened. — Graves containing the remains 
of any human being who died of smallpox must not be opened for any purpose within 
10 years, except by special permission of the board. 

Rule 2. Removals from one cemetery to another — Disinterred bodies — flora shipped. — 
(a) In all cases of removal from one cemetery to another of the bodies of persons who 
have been buried in the ground, the coffin, casket or case containing such body 
must be placed, before its removal, in an outer box similar in all respects as described 
in rule 9; this rule applies also to all bodies deposited in vaults, public or private, for 
a period of one month or longer, and when such remains aTe to be shipped out of the 
city by public conveyance, the outside box shall, in addition, be lined with zinc, 
copper, lead, or galvanized iron, and closed hermetically; but no such removal shall 
be made during the months of June, July, August, and September, except by special 
permission of the board of health. 

The incinerated remains of any human being may be transported by public or 
private conveyance inclosed in a hermetically sealed metal box or clay urn without 
outer box or covering, and if removed before the expiration of one week a disinter- 
ment permit will not be necessary. 

(6) Remains not to be exposed to view. — In disinterment cases the remains shall not 
be exposed to view without a special permit from the board of health. 

Rule 3. Depth of graves. — The burial of a body in the thickly inhabited and built- 
up portion of the city at a less distance than 8 feet, or the burial of a body in the 
rural districts at a less distance than 6 feet, or the burial of an incinerated body at a 
less distance than 4 feet below the surface of the ground, is, in either case, according 
to a resolution of the board of health, a nuisance, prejudicial to public health, and is 
positively forbidden. 

Rule 4. Interment in overground vaults, etc. — The placing of a dead body in any un- 
sealed overground vault, catacomb, or other receptacle above ground or in under- 
ground vaults, except such as are fitted with a stone covering to be tightly cemented 
after each interment, is strictly prohibited, unless the coffin or casket containing the 
remains shall be first permanently and hermetically sealed in a metal case. This rule 
does not apply to receiving vaults. 

Rule 5. Receiving vaults to be cleared, etc. — All receiving vaults within the city 
shall be cleared, cleaned, and disinfected before the 1st day of May in each and every 
year, and the keeping of a dead body in a receiving vault for more than 72 hours is 
prohibited between the 1st day of May and the 1st day of October, except by special 
permission of the board of health; during this period the permit which places a body 
in a receiving vault must accompany it to the place of burial; undertakers will there- 
fore give both destinations in filling out their certificates, and under no circumstances 
shall flowers be placed in a receiving vault. The chief inspector of nuisances shall 
cause an examination to be made of each receiving vault in the city after the 1st day 
of May in each year and report to the board whether this rule has been obeyed . 
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Rule 6. Coffins or caslets not to be taken away from crematories. — The lid of a coffin 
or casket must not be removed before the incineration of a dead body (the handles, 
however, may be removed, if desired), except when permits are issued to inter the 
ashes of incinerated bodies in the same coffin or casket in which the remains were con- 
veyed to the crematory. In case of contagious diseases the coffin must, under no 
circumstances, be opened, but must be burned with the body. 

Rule 7. (o) Permits to be obtained for all interments. — No interment of the dead 
body of any human being, or disposition thereof in any tomb, vault, or cemetery, nor 
the removal of any body from the city for interment elsewhere, shall be allowed unless 
a permit therefor be granted by the board of health, and no sexton, superintendent, 
or other person shall assist in or assent to or allow any such interment for any such 
body for which such permit has not been presented authorizing the same. Said per- 
mits will be issued free upon the presentation at the bureau of health of the certificate 
of death, properly filled out and signed by the physician and undertaker. 

(b) Physicians' and undertakers' certificates in ink, etc. — Physicians and undertakers 
are required to fill out all certificates in ink, upon the printed forms supplied by the 
bureau of health, and to give all the information as laid down in the printed blanks 
as far as may be practicable, in order that the division of vital statistics may have a 
complete record for future reference. 

(c) No certificate will be accepted which is mutilated, illegible, inaccurate, or any 
portion of which has been erased, interlined, corrected, or altered, as all such changes 
impair its value as a public record. 

(d) Physicians to furnish certificates in 12 hours in certain cases. — Where death has 
been caused by any one of the contagious diseases hereinafter named, physicians are 
hereby requested to use the same term, if possible, in indicating the cause of death as 
that used by them in reporting the case to the board of health and to furrjish the 
certificate of death within 12 hours after death. 

(«) Physicians' certificates within 48 hours. — When a death occurs in the city and the 
physician in attendance refuses or neglects to furnish a certificate within 48 hours 
it shall be the duty of the undertaker or other person superintending the burial to re- 
port the same to the bureau of health and obtain a certificate from the registrar of vital 
statistics. 

Hours when permits may be obtained and regulations governing same. — Monday, Tues- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. at Room 517. Saturday, 
9 a. m. to 1 p. m. at Room 517. Saturday, 1 to 5 p. m. at Room 716. 1 Sunday, 10 
a. m. to 2 p. m. at Room 716.' Holidays, 9 a. m. to 12 noon, and 1 to 5 p. m. at 
Room 517. At all other hours emergency permits only will be issued at Room 716. 

Emergency permits are defined as follows: Bodies to be removed from the city 
before 10 a. m. the day following the application for the permit. Bodies to be brought 
into the city from any outside point when burial is to take place before 10 a. m. the 
day following the application for the permit. Bodies dead from any contagious 
disease requiring burial within 36 hours in all cases where emergency permits are 
applied for at Room 716, if affidavit is required the same must be procured in advance. 

No permits will be issued upon certificates giving any traumatic or accidental con- 
dition as the chief or contributing cause of death, i. e., fractures or injuries of any kind 
unless said certificate has been issued by the coroner. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES — HOW TO BE PREPARED FOR BURIAL, TRANSPORTATION, ETC. 

Rule 8. Diseases embraced under this head shall be divided into two classes, as 
follows: 

Class 1. — Asiatic cholera, yellow fever, smallpox, (variola or varioloid), leprosy, 
relapsing fever, plague and typhus fever (Brills disease). 

Section A. In all such cases the body must, as soon as is possible after death, be 
completely enveloped in a sheet saturated with a 4 per cent solution of chloride of 

i Permits only for oases where burial is to take place before 12 o'clock noon Monday. 
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lime, or a 5 per cent solution of pure carbolic acid, or one-tenth per cent (1/1000) solu- 
tion of corrosive sublimate, and the whole body wrapped in a layer of raw cotton 
not less than 1 inch thick, and be encased in a coffin or casket which must be imme- 
diately closed and not be reopened for any purpose. Burial must take place within 
the city limits, or in the cemeteries immediately adjacent thereto, within 36 hours 
after death. A hearse or undertaker's wagon only shall convey such remains. 

Sec. B. Bodies in this class, when prepared as in Section A, may be taken in a 
hearse or undertaker's wagon to any point in Pennsylvania within driving distance 
of Philadelphia, or to Camden, N. J., provided that the coffin or casket be metal or 
metal lined and hermetically sealed, or if an ordinary coffin or casket be used, the 
same shall be placed within an outside case, which is metal or metal lined and her- 
metically sealed, which fact must be attested by a medical inspector of the board of 
health. 

Sec. C. When cremated, the ashes of bodies in this class may be transported by 
any public conveyance in any receptacle that is hermetically sealed. 

Sec. D. Bodies in this class 6hall not be brought into Philadelphia unless a special 
permit of the board of health has been issued for that purpose, except from near-by 
points in Delaware, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties, when prepared as prescribed 
in section A of this class. 

Class $. Diphtheria, membranous croup, scarlet fever (scarlatina), and epidemic 
cerebrospinal meningitis or cerebrospinal fever, tetanus, glanders (farcy), anthrax, 
and anterior poliomyelitis. 

Section A. Bodies in this class must, as soon as is possible after death, be enveloped 
in a sheet saturated with a 4 per cent solution of chloride of lime, or a 5 per cent 
solution of pure carbolic acid , or a one-tenth per cent (1/1000) solution of corrosive subli- 
mate, and the body wrapped in*a layer of raw cotton not less than 1 inch thick and 
be placed in a coffin or casket which must be immediately closed and not reopened 
for any purpose. (When desired, the wrapping may be left off the face and the 
body placed in a coffin or casket fitted with a glass top, provided that only the imme- 
diate members of the family be permitted to view the remains.) Burial must take 
place within the city limits or in the cemeteries immediately adjacent thereto (in- 
cluding Camden, N. J.) within 36 hours after death. A hearse or undertaker's 
wagon only shall convey such remains. 

Sec. B. Bodies in this class may be transported by any public conveyance when 
prepared as in section A and incased in a metal or metal-lined coffin or casket her- 
metically sealed. If an ordinary coffin or casket be used, the outside case inclosing 
the same must be metal or metal lined and hermetically sealed. The fact, as regards 
the casing of the body, to be attested by a medical inspector of the bureau of health. 

Sec. C. Bodies in this class may be brought into Philadelphia for interment upon 
affidavit of the undertaker in charge that (when brought from near-by points in Dela- 
ware, Bucks, and Montgomery Counties) they are prepared as prescribed in section 
A of this class, and from all other points as prescribed in section B. 

Sec. D. All services held in connection with the funeral of the body of a person 
who has died of any of the diseases mentioned in rule 8 shall be private, ard the 
atterdance thareat shall include only the immediate adult relatives of the deceased 
who may not at the time be under absolute quarantine restrictions and the neces- 
sary number of adult pallbearers, and any advertisement of such funeral shall state 
the cause of death. 

Sec E. The body of a person who has died of any of the diseases mentioned in rule 
8 shall in no instance be taken into any church, chapel, public hall, or public building 
for the holding of funeral services. The undertaker, or person acting as such, and the 
eexton, janitor, or other person having control of such church, chapel, public hall, or 
public building shall be responsible for any violation of the provisions of this section. 
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Sec. F. No undertaker, or person acting as such, at the funeral or burial of the body 
of a person who has died of any of the diseases mentioned in rule 8 shall furnish or 
provide for such funeral or burial more than the necessary number of conveyances for 
such adult relatives as are mentioned in section I), and pallbearers; and all such con- 
veyances shall be fumigated and disinfected, at such time and in such manner as may 
be directed and required by the health authorities. 

Sec. G-. In all burials when death has been caused by diseases other than those em- 
braced in rule No. 8, but for which the house may be placarded by the bureau of 
health, the body must not be taken into any church or other place for services. The 
funeral must be private, and shall be advertised as such. When such deaths occur 
in hospitals the remains may be removed to place of residence for services, under such 
restrictions and precautions as shall be formulated by the bureau of health. 

Sec. H. Infected houses.— Undertakers must inform the occupants of infected 
houses of the requirements of the board of health in such cases. See rule 13. 

NONCONTAGIOUS DISEASES — HOW TO BE INCLOSED FOR TRANSPORTATION. 

Rule 9. In cases of the removal from the city, by public conveyance, of the bodies 
of persons who have died of any noncontagious disease, except to such points or ceme- 
teries as may be made the subject of a special ruling of the board of health, the remains, 
when thoroughly embalmed and disinfected, or when shipped to such points as can 
be reached within 24 hours after death, must be placed in a casket or coffin, and the 
said casket or coffin must be encased in a strong outer box made of good, sound lumber, 
not less than seven-eighths inch thick. All joints must be plowed, grooved, and 
glued; top and bottom put on with cleats and crosspieces, all put together with screws. 
All joints to be tightly closed with pitch or white lead, and a rubber band placed on 
the upper edge between the lid and box; and there must be strong handles on each 
end and side of said outer box. 

"When not embalmed and the destination can not be reached within 24 hours after 
death, the coffin, casket, or outside case must be metal or metal-lined and hermetically 
sealed. 

Affidavits. — Permits for transportation of dead bodies and burial in contagious- 
disease cases will not be issued, except upon the affidavit of an undertaker to the 
effect that the body, when presented for shipment or burial, will be prepared and 
encased as prescribed in rules 8 and 9. 

Rule 10. Bodies brought into the city for interment. — (a) All bodies brought from 
beyond the limits of the city for interment must have an undertaker's certificate, in 
ink, affixed to the written or printed certificate of death. 

In these cases the undertaker's certificate must give the place from which the 
deceased is to be buried. 

(6) Whenever a certificate, or permit, or satisfactory information is presented to the 
registrar of vital statistics by an undertaker for the interment of a body from another 
city or town, previous to the arrival of said body in this city a permit will be issued 
^or said burial, allowing the person to retain the original certificate until the arrival of 
the remains in this city. 

Rule 11. Bodies in transit. — When dead bodies, in transit, are to be taken immedi- 
ately from train to train in the same station, or from one railroad station or ferry to 
another, within the city limits, the permit accompanying the remains from place of 
shipment shall be sufficient authority to pass the body through the city. 

Rule 12. Undertaker's liability, etc.— {a) Any undertaker or other person who ob- 
tains a permit herein described and who neglects or refuses to carry out explicitly the 
rules of this board, shall be liable to a penalty and prosecution under section 24, act 
of assembly, May 14, 1909. 

(b) The board will hold undertakers responsible for the acts of their assistants. 



